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was now summoned to London and after what Curzon's biographer
described as " prolonged conversations between him and his advisers
on the one hand and Lord Curzon and the Prime Minister on the
other/*1 the Cabinet gave way, while repeating the reservations pro-
posed in the Milner Report. In a " declaration " addressed to the
Sultan of Egypt on February 28, 1922, the British Government de-
clared the Protectorate at an end and Egypt to be "a Sovereign
Independent State," with the stipulation that the status quo should
remain unaltered until agreements had been arrived at on the security
of British communication, the defence of Egypt against foreign
aggression or interference, the protection of foreign interests, the pro-
tection of minorities, and the position in the Sudan. At the same
time Sultan Fuad assumed the tide of His Majesty King Fuad and
proclaimed Egypt a monarchy. On March 14 Parliament approved
the Proclamation by 202 votes to 77, but not before it had been
sharply criticized.
Curzon had warned the Cabinet of the consequences when they
rejected his proposed settlement with Adly in the previous November,
just as Milner had warned them when they rejected his Report. It
was now any port in a storm. The " Sovereign Independence "
which the Milner Mission had proposed as part of an all-round settle-
ment to which both parties would be pledged, had been thrown to the
Egyptians without exacting any promise on their side to accept the
reservations. Curzon could say " I told you so," but he could scarcely
escape responsibility. For, though convinced, as his biographer tells
us, that without settlement Egypt would become another Ireland,
and though he had behind him the unanimous Report of the Milner
Mission and was supported by the High Commissioner and his
advisers on the spot, he yet accepted instructions from his colleagues
which tied his hands and brought about the rupture that he predicted.
The proclamation was a salve to wounded feelings and prevented
another rebellion.   Zaghlul, who had been interned at Gibraltar,
was released unconditionally,  and Egyptian activities  were now
diverted to the framing of a Constitution.   This led to sharp struggles
between the King and the politicians, with the British Government on
guard to see that the reserved questions were not invaded.   At the
1 Curzon, " Life," Vol. Ill, p. 250.
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